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Agriculture Department
says it’s missing $5 billion

Agency seeking $100 million from Congress to aid search

Sorps Howard News Service
WASHINGTON The Agriculture De-
partment has lost track of $5 billion in taxpayer
funds, and investigators can’t tell whether the
mussing cash is a result of theft or sloppy book-
kecping, the agency’s inspector gencral says.

Now the department wants Congress (o give
i $100 mullion to find the missing revenue

“The bottom line is that we don’t know™
where the money is, Inspector General Roger
Viadero told a congressional hearing.

He said the department’s accounting proce-
dures are so sloppy that he will not give it a
clean bill of health for properly spending its
S60 billion budger this vear. Aside from the $5
hillion, there are other irregularities, including:

M More than $20 million was diverted from
soil-conservation funds to pamnt buildings and
garages 1n Southern Califormia, including
buildings privately owned.

M A vehicle listed on Agriculture’s invento
ry as being worth $97 million, and a micro-
scope with a price tag of $11 million.

M U.S. Forest Service highway construction
contracts hidden under expenditures as “stream
enhancements.”

Linda Calbom, dircctor of the accounting

division at the General Accounting Office, said
Thursday that questions about the accuracy of
Agriculture’s books aren’t new. For the last de-
cade, she said, the agency has refused (o fully
adopt reforms Congress ordered for all federal
agencies 0 detect improper diversion of funds.
The accounting office is a congressional agen-
cy that audits federal programs

This is a big issue, and it needs lots of at
tention,” she said.

Sen. Peter Fitzgerald, R-111, chairman of the
Senate Agriculture nutrition subcommuttee, on
Wednesday called the accounting “disgrace-
ful.” He wamed the department of a backlash
mn Congress. “While our farmers struggle dur
ing these lean times of record low prices, bu
reaucrats in Washington can’t seem to keep
Irack of billions of dollars of taxpayers’ mon-

" he said.

Sally Thompson, the department’s chicf fi-
mnu.xl officer, said new accounting proce-
dures have been able to reconcile 80 percent of
the agency’s books, but she asked Congress for
$100 million over the next five years tu track
down the missing cash. “It used to be $7.1 bil-
lion™ in previously unaccounted-for tunda. she
said. “We're working on it,”
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http://www.vogelitlawblog.com/2009/06/articles/ecommerce/president-obama-americas-economic-prosperity-in-the-21st-century-will-depend-on-cybersecurity/
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

Forlmmediate Release May 29, 2009

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
ON SECURING OUR NATION'S
CYBER INFRASTRUCTURE
East Room

11:08 AN EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Everyhody, please be seated. We meet today at a transformational moment - a maoment in
history when our interconnected world presents us, at once, with great promise but also great peril.

Mow, over the past four months my administration has taken decisive steps to seize the promise and confront
these perils. We're warking to recover from a global recession while laying a new foundation for lasting
prosperity. We're strengthening our armed forces as they fight two wars, at the same time we're renewing
American leadership to confront unconventional challenges, from nuclear proliferation to terrorism, from climate
change to pandemic disease. And we're bringing to government — and to this White House — unprecedented
transparency and accountability and new ways for Americans to paricipate in their democracy.

QT

But none of this progress would be possible, and none of these 21st century challenges can be fully met, without
America’s digital infrastructure — the backbone that underpins a prosperous economy and a strong military and
an apen and efficient government. Without that foundation we cant get the job done.

It's long been said that the revolutions in communications and information technology have given birth to a virtual
waorld. But make no mistake: This world — cyberspace — is a world that we depend on every single day. It's our
hardware and our software, our deskiops and laptops and cell phones and Blackberries that have become
woven into every aspect of our lives.
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CYBERSPACE
POLICY REVIEW

Assuring a Trusted and Resilient Information
and Communications Infrastructure



http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Cyberspace_Policy_Review_final.pdf



http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/11/06/60minutes/main5555565.shtml

