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US Constitution



U.S. Constitution ñintellectual property clauseò

Art. I, §8(8)

http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.htm

The Congress shall have Poweré 

Clause 8: To promote the Progress of Science 

and useful Arts, by securing for limited 

Times to Authorsand Inventorsthe 

exclusive Right to their respective Writings

and Discoveries;

http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.htm


Methods of Protection

1. Patent

2. Trademark

3. Copyright

4. Trade Secrets



Patent

Inventions that are useful, 
novel, and non-obvious 
to a person with 
ordinary skill in the 
relevant technology.

Discoveries cannot be laws 
of nature, mental 
processes, ideas, natural 
formulas, natural 
phenomena, and 
methods of calculation.
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Getting a Patent

VFiled within one year if not used, sold, or offered for 

sale

VSearch prior art



US Patent & Trademark Office

http://www.uspto.gov/

